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Robert C. Kramer 

August 10, 1972 


Interview Conducted by Ken Kitch 
Transcribed by Caryn Romo 

Begin Part 1 

KK: This morning of August 10 th , 1972 and we are in the conference room of President Robert 
C. Kramer, who has agreed to give us an interview here as a part of the series on developing a 
history of the Voorhis Campus. President Kramer who is current administrative head of our 
institution is the bridge actually between Voorhis and Kellogg. He has some interesting periods 
to develop for us and one of the first things that I would like to ask him to do, is to tell us how he 
heard of Cal Poly and how it came about that he came to us first as vice president. President 
Kramer. 

RK: Well Ken, as you know, I spent 18 years at Michigan State University and during that 
period, was in the College of Agriculture and in the [1950’s] particularly we were concerned at 
Michigan State in getting more students to enroll in the majors in agriculture and we always 
compared our enrollments in agriculture and the different majors with other land grant 
institutions but it didn’t stop there. As we compared enrollments, it seemed that Cal Poly out in 
California, always came in because Cal Poly did have large enrollments in agriculture. So, I 
think in terms of enrollment, in terms of students majoring in agriculture, I first knew about Cal 
Poly. Then secondly, the infamous plane crash for the Cal Poly San Luis Obispo football team 
occurred right near the southern Michigan border. Of course, it was tragic news, and at that time 
I again was reminded of Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 

Now with reference to your question as to how I came to Cal Poly K-V [Kellogg-Voorhis]. In 
the early months of 1965,1 received a letter from President [Julian] McPhee indicating that a 
vice presidency was open on the Kellogg and Voorhis campus complex. I had been 
recommended, and he asked if I were interested in pursuing the matter. I wrote back indicating 
that I would like more information. We exchanged letters and then Dr. McPhee decided to come 
back to the Lansing area. I can remember meeting Dr. McPhee and Mrs. [Alma] McPhee, to my 
surprise because I had no knowledge that she would accompany him on the trip from Cal Poly 
back to Michigan. It was a Sunday afternoon in the early part of 1965 and the meeting was set 
for Dr. McPhee’s room in the Old’s Hotel in Lansing. At that time, he explained what he was 
looking for and the kind of person that he was interested in having move to California. 

KK: And that “Old’s” Hotel O-L-D-S? 

RK: Yes, it was named after the man who invented the Oldsmobile. Ken, it's now the Jack Tire 
Hotel for those who've been in Lansing recently. After we concluded the interview, he said, “I'd 
like you to meet my wife.” Mrs. McPhee had taken a walk down to the lobby apparently but he 
had her come back into the room and so I met Alma for the first time and was impressed with her 
as I was with Dr. McPhee. Apparently, he had interviewed two other people in the Old’s Hotel 
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on that trip. He returned to California and wrote me indicating that he would like me to come 
out for a visit. 


I can remember, well, right in this room, in the early part of August in 1965, meeting many 
faculty, staff, and administrative people from the so-called southern complex of the Kellogg- 
Voorhis campuses. Actually, he had arranged for representatives from the Staff Council, 
representatives from the Faculty Senate, and representatives from the administration to meet me 
and for me to have an opportunity to meet with them. I spent three days with Dr. McPhee on the 
visit to California and I can well remember going to Voorhis and meeting Mr. Ken Kitch who at 
that time was in charge of the Voorhis campus. I can also remember my very favorable 
impressions about the Voorhis campus. The drive up the winding twisting hill road that really 
opened up as you got up onto the main campus at Voorhis. I remember you taking us for a tour 
of the facilities. I remember you giving me a copy of the little magazine that had a picture of 
Voorhis on the front cover and a short article on the inside. 

KK: Which had been done from one that Jerry Voorhis himself did. 

RK: Right, also during that visit. Dr. McPhee, and Mrs. McPhee took me to San Luis Obispo so 
that I could see that campus and meet with people up there. I’d have to say that I was very 
favorably impressed but would have to add that I had been at Michigan State nearly 18 years 
then and the people at Michigan State had treated me very well. I had advanced regularly that 
had a lot of opportunities for different kinds of jobs including the directorship of the agriculture 
marketing and utilization center which I started. That involved teaching, research, and extension 
work. I’d been involved in a statewide marketing program for several years and this had 
provided opportunities for me to be on a national marketing committee, to go to national 
meetings involving marketing and advertising and make many lasting friendships with corporate 
and government officials. 

I finally got the letter of offer from Mr. McPhee and I reflected back on all of the things my 
family and I had done in the Lansing area, and at Michigan State, and it was a very difficult 
decision to make. I finally decided that I did like college administration, I did think that there 
were opportunities, so I accepted the offer but asked for a delay. The delay was caused from the 
fact that I was a consultant for the Old Marshall Plan which is now called OECD, the 
Organization for Economic and Cooperative Development. The headquarters were in Paris. I 
had been asked to develop an educational workshop which was really an international workshop 
at the University of Newcastle in northern England. I had a commitment to be coordinator and to 
help run that conference as well as to do some teaching. We had about seventy-five people from 
twenty nations coming there. I’d also made reservations to take Kay, my wife, along with me to 
Newcastle and to London and into other parts of England and to go over to Ireland and then go 
over to Paris for a week of meetings at the OECD headquarters. So, to make the story short, we 
went to Newcastle, London, Dublin, Paris, and some other cities, and came back to our home in 
East Lansing. I spent one more week in my office on the Michigan State University campus and 
then headed for Pomona. 

I arrived on Saturday night—I think it was October 30 th —and took up residence in the Manor 
House. I came alone because our children were still in the fall term in school in East Lansing 


2 



Michigan, and as I unpacked, I heard some voices over in the campus center and after driving six 
hundred miles that day I decided to take a shower, shave, change clothes and go over to the 
campus center to see what was going on. 

Fortunately for me, it was a banquet honoring President McPhee. I got to sit in the back of the 
room and hear a lot about Cal Poly, hear a lot about the McPhee’s, and to get a head start on my 
position which began on Monday, November 1, 1965. At that time, Dr. McPhee had decided to 
spend three days with me here on the Kellogg campus and help to prepare me to assume the 
duties as vice president in charge of the Voorhis and the Kellogg campuses and report directly to 
him as president of not only Kellogg and Voorhis but also the San Luis Obispo campus and the 
total Cal Poly operations. Those three days were very infonnative and enjoyable. I grew to 
admire President McPhee for his long background in education and for all the things he had done 
to develop Cal Poly from a very small institution in San Luis Obispo to one with three campuses 
and with many opportunities. 

I made monthly trips to San Luis Obispo in those first few months to meet regularly with Dr. 
McPhee and to meet with others who were in administrative capacities at Cal Poly. We always 
enjoyed ourselves. I know I did, and I concluded that he did too. Some people allegedly had 
problems with Dr. McPhee; I never did have a problem. I never did feel that he did anything but 
help me get acquainted with the California State College system. He invited me to go with him to 
go to Board of Trustees meetings. He helped, he counseled, he encouraged me, at all times. 

In 1966, he had reached the retirement age and he made the decision that the three campuses, and 
the distance between San Luis Obispo and the Pomona area, were reasons enough to divide Cal 
Poly into two colleges. He was instrumental in introducing legislation which called for the 
separation. 

KK: Did you support that legislation? 

RK: Yes, I did because he was a big, he was a strong, and he was a willful man but I think it 
took a lot out of him making the frequent trips he made by automobile the two hundred thirty or 
two hundred forty miles depending upon the route one takes from Pomona to San Luis Obispo 
Our enrollments were beginning to grow and we could read the growth curves ahead from the 
demographic data on college enrollments, and so with increasing numbers and the distance, I did 
support the legislation. As we know, legislation did go through both houses, was signed by the 
governor, and was acted upon by the trustees. A year after I came, the separation was effective, 
and I was appointed president. 

To go back, Dr. McPhee retired on July 1, 1966. At that time, I was appointed the administrator 
in charge of the Kellogg and the Voorhis campuses. Dr. Dale Andrews was appointed the 
administrator in charge of the San Luis Obispo operation. I continued to serve as vice president 
and administrator in charge and was interviewed and screened as were several others for the 
presidency of Cal Poly K-V. I think fortunately for me, I was recommended and was appointed 
by the trustees in the October meeting in 1966, at the same time that they took the final action to 
separate the two Cal Poly's. So, there was not much change on November 1. I do remember 
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coming back to the Kellogg campus after that board meeting and the word of my appointment 
had been phoned out [to] Seldon Kempton and his crew and plant operations. 

KK: I remember that. 

RK: Had prepared a big banner which they put across the entrance road and that banner said 
“Welcome President Kramer.” 

KK: And those are little things that help make history. 

RK: That’s very true Ken. To go to Voorhis for a while, my first visit there in August of ’65.1 
think my second visit was when President McPhee and I came over to talk with you during those 
three days November 1, 2, and 3 when he spent time helping me become acquainted and getting 
oriented. 

At that time, I learned that the Los Angeles County operation of San Luis Obispo actually started 
on the Voorhis campus and continued until the early [1960’s], at which time the Kellogg campus 
had been opened. You were asked to assume the directorship of the continuing education 
programs which were started over on the Voorhis campus. For the record I do know that the 
move of students was accomplished in 1956. 

KK: Yes [laughter], 

RK: And there was about a five-year period when McPhee and [Harold] Wilson and [Robert E.] 
Kennedy and many others were trying to decide what to do with the Voorhis campus and made 
the decision that lifelong learning is important, continuing education is important. Continuing 
education for Cal Poly was something that really needed to be done and so the programs, 
workshops, institutes, conferences, or seminars, those things we all lump under continuing 
education got started over there. I can remember how frequently you invited me to come to the 
Voorhis campus to meet with groups, to welcome groups and I think back and really thank you 
for the opportunity. 

KK: It was selfish [laughter], 

RK: Well it helped me get to know a lot of people in California and get to kn ow these people in 
a hurry. 

KK: But at the same time, it gave the endorsement of the institution to the work we were doing 
over there. 

RK: Right, right, my Michigan State background had convinced me, that continuing education 
programs are important and are an integral part of the total programming of a college. 

KK: I remember that John Hanna used to duck in frequently to conferences at Michigan. 
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RK: This is right. This is another man that I greatly admire and one that I was pleased to work 
with and to accept appointments from back when he was president at Michigan State University. 
The programming continued to grow and I have some reason to believe that you and I were able 
to work out some new concepts and some new approaches that made the Voorhis campus 
continuing education program self-sufficient, and it had to be. 

KK: You’re right, you’re right. 

RK: It had to be. We couldn’t take any resources from the state budget for non-degree programs 
which our continuing education programs have been and were at that time. I can remember also 
that each time I would come over to welcome a group I'd ask you the number of this conference 
and you'd always be prepared to say it's 150 or 1135 and I think we got up to over 1300 didn’t 
we? 

KK: Yes, we did, and if my memory still is good, 1320. 

RK: Very good. 

RK: The Voorhis campus was developed in the [1920’s] and we did not have the money and the 
state wouldn’t provide the money to do the necessary utility replacement and repair work that 
was needed. I think you and I both lived in fear for years that the water main would go out again 
or the gas line would not only spit out some gas but might ignite and we would really have 
problems. We also were concerned about the area around the campus and all the people on 
horseback or motorcycle or in the— 

KK: With shot guns. 

RK: Land rovers, and the fire danger and fire hazard, and we did have some fires but fortunately 
no damage was done up on the main campus. 

RK: This leads to the point that a task force appointed by the governor of the state of California 
was asked to take a look at all aspects and facets of higher education. That task force took a look 
at the state college system, in fact had offices in the Chancellor's headquarters and the task force 
came out and talked with us about the programs here. There were very worthy and serious 
attempts to cut costs and to eliminate waste and to become more efficient but as a part of all of 
this they went to Voorhis and they took a look at the beautiful campus and the 156 acres. They 
took a look at the Kellogg campus and despite our efforts here and despite the Chancellor's 
efforts, and the efforts of his colleagues, they still submitted part of their report which said Cal 
Poly K-V, should sell, or give away the Voorhis campus. 

We resisted this but as I've indicated, this recommendation did go to Sacramento, and did go to 
the governor, to his staff, and this lead the people from General Services and finance, to come 
down and to inquire and they more or less supported the task force recommendation. This gave 
us a new workload. We started thinking of things that we might do to keep the Voorhis campus 
but to utilize it for students for credit so that we could get a support budget for the operations. 
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Innovation was the word in higher education at the time and we decided to propose that the 
Voorhis campus be the center for innovative studies. Different committees were appointed on 
the Kellogg campus among faculty, staff, and administrators. Thirty-five different innovative 
proposals were submitted to me to possibly be implemented to utilize the Voorhis campus for 
students and for-credit programs. Five of those programs were sent to the Academic Affairs staff 
in the Chancellor's headquarters and finally one of those was proposed and more fully developed 
and presented to the trustees. The trustees did in fact pass a resolution in favor of the 
development of the Voorhis campus as a Cal Poly K-V Center for Innovative Studies. Then the 
next problem was getting the funding. 

To go back to the start, in the [1920’s] and the need for new utilities and some building repair 
etc. We concluded it would take about one million dollars, over a two-year period to put the 
campus in shape and to meet the earthquake, or Field Act, standards so that we could in fact have 
undergraduate students in credit programs live there and be taught there on the Voorhis campus. 
We were never able to get the necessary monies to really start the campus as a Center for 
Innovative Studies but with the task force recommendation and with the recommendations from 
representatives of the coordinating council, the Department of Finance, Department General 
Services, we realized that we would have to do something if we wanted to continue our programs 
in continuing education. 

So, this led us to think about the Kellogg center at Michigan State and the other centers that were 
funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. When Dr. Emory Morris who was president of that 
foundation and Dr. Russell Mawby who was Vice President for Programs at that foundation 
came to the Kellogg campus for a meeting of the Arabian Advisory Committee. I took that 
opportunity to take them to dinner and to propose that we start discussing the possibility of their 
funding a new center for Cal Poly K-V. 

At first, they told me that they funded nine of those centers. Eight in the United States and one at 
Oxford England and they decided not to fund anymore. I was a little bit discouraged but having 
been in four or five of the centers at that time I said, “but ours can be different.” And so, I 
sparked some interest and they encouraged me to develop the concept that would make our 
center different from the others that they had funded. 

Fortunately we were able to persuade them to provide three million dollars for a center and if 
people asked, yes we did raise the point about building the center on the Voorhis campus but 
since they represent the W.K. Kellogg foundation and since the Kellogg campus was the old 
W.K. Kellogg Ranch, they thought it would be better to have this center on the Kellogg campus 
rather than on the Voorhis campus. 

KK: And we deal right here with a couple of legends, and maybe lay them to rest from what you 
say. It’s been a very popular feeling around here and popular in more ways than one that you 
were actually selected by the Kellogg Foundation as somebody that they could push, I mean 
somebody they could promote, support. 

RK: I don’t know, I’d have to say that there's some truth to this, but I don’t know the whole 
story. Mr. McPhee started working with Dr. Morris back in 1948 or ‘49 at which time the 
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Kellogg campus then owned by the U.S. government following its usage of the campus during 
World War II. And I think it's correct to say that people in the Kellogg Foundation in Battle 
Creek, Michigan did not want the campus returned to the University of California. I think it's 
also fair to say that the University of California had decided that the University of California no 
longer wanted the Kellogg campus and, again, Cal Poly's reputation from previous years came 
into focus. 

I think that Dr. Morris, Dr. McPhee, Mr. [Richard] Nixon, who was then a congressman from 
this district, Wayne Morris and the Secretary of Agriculture Clinton Anderson, all worked 
together to turn over this 816 acres of land at that time to Cal Poly for its use as an educational 
institution. I'm told that Mr. McPhee said that “if we can work it out so that Cal Poly can have 
that ranch, I'll never ask the Kellogg foundation for another cent.” 

KK: He said that? 

RK: And both Dr. Mawby who is the current president and Dr. Morris who was the chairman of 
the board have been told or heard this and had repeated this to me, and the fact is he never did. 

KK: He never did? 

RK: He did all of the work necessary to develop the campus without any support but, there's 
another part. In the deed that transferred the land to Cal Poly, it was agreed that the Arabian 
horse herd would be maintained, that it would be shown, that it would be improved, and in 
connection with that we have the Arabian Advisory Committee which I talked about a few 
minutes ago. Dr. Morris used to attend the meetings of the Arabian Advisory Committee, two 
per year, as often as he could. 

So, I think Dr. Morris and Dr. McPhee became very close friends. If there were to be a person 
selected to be a vice president of the Kellogg-Voorhis operation with the deed still in effect, with 
the close friendship, with the many trips that Dr. Morris had made to this ranch when it was a 
ranch, and when Mr. Kellogg came out here. Emory Morris started as his assistant and was really 
a faithful assistant and was highly regarded and that's why he moved up from being a program 
specialist really in dental and medical technology, to the president of the foundation. It was the 
many associations, many trips, the friendship that would cause Dr. McPhee to inquire about the 
one Bob Kramer. 

Also, Dr. Morris had worked closely with Dr. Hanna at Michigan State over many, many years. 
Michigan State had developed the Gull Lake Station right next to the Kellogg mansion on Gull 
Lake down near Battle Creek, Michigan. So, the close working relationships between Morris 
and Hanna probably caused Dr. Morris to inquire about Kramer, and I don’t know but I suspect 
that Hanna probably recommended my name to Mr. McPhee when he was seeking candidates for 
the vice presidency out here. So, I know there was contact. I don't think there was any push If I 
may use that word. 

KK: Or pressure. 
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RK: Or pressure from the Kellogg people for me because I don’t think they would use any 
pressure or any push for any candidate. They would send recommendations or provide 
information but would leave the decisions on selection up to the president of Cal Poly, Dr. Julian 
McPhee. 

KK: You shot down another legendary eagle while you were at it on this statement that so often 
quoted President McPhee in later years of having promised Morris that he would not ask him for 
another penny. Because he used to use that occasionally. 

RK: Is that right? 

[Laughter] 

KK: Yes, and I think it’s like some of the other almost hypocritical stories that he used to call 
upon. 

RK: Well Ken, I’ve never told the people in Battle Creek that. I'm going to ask them for all I 
think we can well use here. 

KK: I wish you would. 

RK: We did get the three million dollars. 


End Part 1 
Begin Part 2 

KK: This is the reverse of the cassette of which we were engaging in conversation with Robert 
C. Kramer of California State Polytechnic University. This is August 10th in his conference 
room, and he was describing some of the relationships which he and Cal Poly had had with the 
Kellogg Foundation and his coming here and his conducting the steps towards further 
development of the institution. President Kramer will you please continue. 

RK: All right Ken, I was indicating that the W.K. Kellogg Foundation gave us three million 
dollars for Kellogg West but also, they had given us an additional nine million dollars so that we 
can relocate the Arabian horses from the location built in the [1920’s] to a new facility and to a 
location about half mile to the east to facilitate the future growth of the academic core of the 
campus center of Cal Poly Pomona. 

KK: When will that be done? 

RK: Well, Dr. Bondi and I were talking about this, this morning. The plans have been 
completed; the contractors are now buying sets of plans. They are supposed to open the bids on 
August 28th and in my view, take nine months or ten months. So, I’d say in the middle of 1973, 
we should have an Arabian complex [W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Center] on this Kellogg 
campus. We’ll have an arena with 1100 seats. We’ll have a new equine research center so that 



the research that has been going on for several years can be expanded. I think it’ll be a beautiful 
facility and I'm sure all the people in southern California and our other visitors who come 
regularly throughout the world will appreciate and thoroughly enjoy this new complex. 

I'm right now preparing another proposal which will go back to the W.K. Kellogg Foundation for 
additional funding. So, as I said, I have never promised that I would not ask them for money 
[laughter]. Each time I meet with them, fortunately it's frequently because since I've been here 
now seven years, we've had these two Arabian Advisory Committee meetings annually and 
either Dr. Morris or Dr. Mawby come out at least once a year. I see Dr. Mawby at national 
meetings so I'm in contact with him in person or by phone probably once every two or three 
months. He likes Cal Poly. He likes the Kellogg Ranch. He likes the Arabian horses and the 
record might be interested in knowing that he recently purchased a gelding from Cal Poly 
Pomona and that gelding was sent by trailer back to Michigan just ten days ago. 

KK: I can remember that Dr. Morris and President McPhee used to go horseback riding together. 

RK: Yes, before this herd was transferred to Cal Poly, Dr. Morris made arrangements for a mare 
to be sent from here, back to Battle Creek. Emory and Mary had this Arabian mare from this 
herd for years and years and years. I think she lived up to the middle- or late-twenties. That’s 
years of Arabian age, not the 1920’s. 

KK: We’ll tie up this legend package here if you will. It’s the third actually, I had two and you 
supplied another. Evidently then you did not know in advance that Kellogg Foundation would 
be apt to finance a Conference Center here, a residential Conference Center. 

RK: Oh, I had no knowledge whatever. As I indicated when I sat with the two of them for 
dinner and broached the subject, the first response was negative because they had funded nine of 
the centers. They like to use their Foundation monies to start new programs and they're always 
looking for new ideas and new programs and they don’t want to continue in the same trend or 
format very long. We were really fortunate to get some money for this center. No, there was no 
promise, no commitment, no discussion prior to my coming. 

KK: Later, I’ll ask you to make another prognostication involving Voorhis but right now I’d 
appreciate your letting us have some ideas as to the future you see for Kellogg West. 

RK: Well maybe this will be of interest. I’ve said several times since we actually got the money 
from the Kellogg Foundation that it was more difficult getting the approvals from the 
Chancellor’s staff and from the trustees then it was in convincing the people and the Foundation 
that they should give us the money. I think there's a reason; the California State University and 
College system now and the California State College system then, had relied solely on funds 
from Sacramento—state funds—to support the educational programs. There had been very, very 
little fundraising from corporations, from foundations, from individuals. 

Now, this is most common in private college and universities but not for the public institutions, 
and to think that a brash new president out at Pomona might possibly get three million dollars, 
they just couldn’t comprehend. So many people have told me that they never thought that I’d get 
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the approvals within the system that were necessary to accept the money, but we did get them 
and fortunately at this point in time with nearly four million dollars received at this university, 
we've raised by far, more money, than any other member in the system, but now it's accepted. 

The other problem in California and particularly in California, the foundations and the corporate 
executives and the private individuals, had never given to a public institution. They'd always 
given to private institutions and in their policy statements they say if we have any excess funds, 
we’ll give it to private institutions but not to public. But that's breaking down because we've 
been able with our director of development, to get large corporations and individuals to give us 
monies for additional residents' rooms in Kellogg West. 

KK: That really is breaking a barrier. 

RK: It is. Now, back to your question the future of Kellogg West. Dr. [Glenn] Dumke could see 
the importance of Kellogg West and went with me on one trip to Battle Creek to support the idea 
and the concept for Kellogg West and to indicate that Cal Poly Pomona was a member of a 
system and that the system needed a facility where it could have conferences, workshops, 
seminars, and institutes. This was helpful in our getting the three million dollars. Kellogg West 
has been used as a system-wide facility. I see it being used much, much more in the future by 
the California State University and College system. 

Other educational institutions, particularly in southern California and in the Los Angeles area, 
are using Kellogg West. Community—junior college faculty, staff, and administrative groups 
are using it. The school district personnel are using it. So, I think there will be quite an 
expansion in the use of Kellogg West by those in education. Now you had educators, you at 
Voorhis in your years there as the director, so this is nothing new, but I think with the new 
facility and with the freeway system and with the parking that we have, and with the Ontario 
International Airport fifteen minutes away, that we have a very fine location. Kellogg West is 
relatively easy to get to, so I think that this is a plus and will enable more educators to meet 
there. 

Now another group are the corporate executives and the middle management people from 
business and industry. There's been a slowdown in the last three years in California because of 
the reduction in defense and space programs. As we sit here in August of 1972 the economy in 
California is definitely recovering and I think that we will have increased usage of Kellogg West 
by those people who work in the different corporations and businesses. 

Another group, and I see probably a greater increase there than in any group, is with agency 
people in city, county, state, and federal agencies. There are many training programs, 
educational programs conducted for these people in the different governmental agencies at the 
different levels of government. Many of them have discovered Kellogg West and appear to me, 
to be very much interested in using it and using it more and more and more. 

KK: Now this is getting away from Voorhis except that it is an intrinsic part of it historically. 
What more does Kellogg West need, what help does it need in the way of additional facilities 
now or in the immediate near future? 
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RK: We did surveys on the conference centers in our planning for Kellogg West. We had a 
program committee and we had a facilities committee. The facilities committee with some of the 
money from the Kellogg Foundation, traveled to the University of Nebraska where they have a 
center, to the University of Chicago where they have a center, to Michigan State, to Georgia, to 
Oklahoma, and where as Michigan State has a residents’ facility with 396 beds, our committee 
and I concluded, that we should go for 100 double rooms or 200 beds, but this would be about 
right for the kind of programming that's typical in different centers and different hotels in the 
United States. 

KK: In other words, you’re emphasizing the conference rather than convention? 

RK: Right! And we find that most of the people like about a three-day conference. Now some 
go as long as six weeks you know. Then there's the one-day kind of conference, but we think that 
we should have overnight accommodations for 200 people. With the three million dollars we 
received, we built the really, meeting and dining facility, and then we built the lodge. We did not 
have enough money, even with the director of development and the monies that he raised to 
build 100 two-man rooms. We only now have 51, or 102 beds. So, the first need is for an 
additional 50 rooms. 

KK: Another lodge accentually, approximately the same capacity? 

RK: Right, well actually, we are thinking in terms of three smaller lodges but 50 rooms, or to 
double the present residents' capacity. Another part of Kellogg West which I saw at the outset as 
being important would be a faculty and staff center. You might call it a university club or a 
faculty club. We work closely to have the support staff and the faculty be in all the consultation; 
to be important parts of this institution and so I thought of it as a faculty and staff center. We 
actually have the site. We have about 20,000 dollars' worth of architectural drawings for such a 
faculty and staff center which would be between the lodge and the present educational dining 
meeting facility and could utilize the kitchen, which is in Kellogg West for the food service. So, 

I would like to get more money for the 50 additional rooms and would like to someday see a 
faculty and staff center up there for our faculty and staff at this university. 

KK: Now there are two other areas I hope we can include one is, I’d like to have you discuss the 
short-term lease by which the Baptist college [Pacific Coast Baptist College] in Pasadena 
operates. Then I would like to have you project some ideas as to what you see as the future of 
Voorhis. 

RK: Alright. After we concluded that we could not get state monies to implement the trustee 
resolution on using the Voorhis campus as a center for innovative studies and when we were told 
that there were no state monies really for the grounds work, for the custodial, for the 
maintenance, and for the utilities, we knew we had to do something. The easy answer would 
have been to give it up but I have felt and still feel that the Voorhis campus should not be given 
up and that it should remain a part of this university and that in time the people in this state will 
see the need for us to expand, to use that campus. Our only alternative was to lease the campus 
and for the minimum amount of time. Tied into the lease were the provisions that the lessor 
would put in new water mains, new gas mains, would give the lateral stability for the possible 
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earthquakes and would do maintenance and repair work. We prepared the lease forms and had 
the Chancellor’s legal staff and the legal staff in Sacramento check them and after a lot of time, 
finally the decision was made that the Pacific Coast Baptist Bible college would be the preferred 
organization to lease the campus because one they seemed to have sources of funds to do the 
necessary work. 

They were an educational organization and Mr. [Charles] Voorhis and his family always wanted 
that campus to be used for educational purposes and of course for college, it fits right in and they 
eventually want to buy some land and build their own college here in this area but they were not 
prepared in 1972 to do this. They had been over in the Pasadena area and needed additional 
classrooms, administrative space, and campus for a growing number of students interested in 
attending their college. So, on July 1, 1972, the Baptist started occupying the Voorhis campus 
with plans to open the campus to classes in September of 1972. 

The lease was for a five-year period. It was deliberately made a five-year period. I wanted to 
lease it for the shortest amount of time hoping that the state of California would get back on its 
financial feet and would have some funds that might be used by this university to expand our 
programs on the Voorhis campus. The Baptists thought it would take five years for them to raise 
the necessary money and to replace the utilities which were a requirement in the lease, there is a 
provision that at the end of about four and a half years that we sit down with the representatives 
of this university and the Chancellor's Office and the representatives of the Baptists and if the 
state is not on its financial feet and if the Baptists are not quite ready to buy a campus and start 
their own college on their own land, that we may extend the lease for three years. Hopefully, 
eight years is the maximum and at that time I think this university will probably need the 
Voorhis campus for its educational programs. 

KK: You've really given the university and its system a grace period, haven’t you? 

RK: This is right. Well, we saved the campus I see it. The big decision was postponed. If we 
can't work it out, in the next eight years, then maybe we’ll have to give up that property but I'm 
not in favor of it. 

KK: Do you have anybody working on it right now, a committee or a commission of some kind 
working on future plans? 

RK: No Ken, we’re still resting and relaxing from all the work we did, in trying to lease the 
property. 

KK: Trying to catch your breath huh? 

RK: Right, right. For the record, a lot of people in particular, in the Chancellor's Office, do not 
appreciate the work involved in leasing a piece of state property. All the meetings and all the 
sessions with the different representatives of the system and with the people in Sacramento, and 
of course we get no positions at this university to do things like that. It's been one event after 
another such as that without the support help that we've been involved in. We got no additional 
support to develop the proposal for Kellogg West to do the traveling that was necessary to 
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develop all of the program and facility plans, but we do this without pay, overtime, and are really 
proud though when they build the building and people come and say that it is a welcome addition 
an it's a nice facility and they enjoy using it that's the reward of the pay for this extra work. 

KK: And it takes some stimulating leadership to do that, all the way down. Now, what do you 
see as some possible future usages for Voorhis or is it too far in the distance? 

RK: No, I don't think it's too far. I think we go back to the 35 proposals for innovative studies. I 
still see Voorhis as an ideal site to provide educations for different groups of individuals. What 
we really had in mind was to take a different approach to higher education on the Voorhis 
campus and to take by sample from our regular student body individuals from the different races, 
individuals from the different parts of the state, individuals from different economic levels, and 
with some close faculty student relationships and some interdisciplinary programs where there 
would actually be team teaching where there would actually be multi-disciplinary courses and 
then have these students matched by counterparts on this campus in the regular traditional 
program and see the results after a period of time you know. 

KK: That would be almost a national demonstration. 

RK: It would be, it would be. I’m so sorry that we didn’t get the money to carry out what is 
really an experiment in higher education, and there have been too few of those that have been 
well-designed, and have been thoughtfully carried out and then the results from those 
experiments implemented on the main campus, if I may use that for the Kellogg campus. This 
institution is the first in the nation too really have a program academic and non-academic for 
felons who have been paroled and that’s our SPAN project, the Special Program. 

KK: S-P-A-N? 

RK: S-P-A-N. Special Program for Alcoholic and Narcotic Individuals. I think there’s a lot of 
work that has to be done yet but here again, we are experimenting. How do you take [a] man or a 
woman who's been in the penitentiary and who has been paroled and try to do something to help 
that individual be a productive citizen in this country in this society? I can see the Voorhis 
campus being a location for that kind of special program. I could see the Voorhis campus as 
being a special program for the Native Americans, for the Mexican Americans, for the Blacks, 
for the American Orientals. In other words, an isolated location yet close to Los Angeles city. A 
campus close to this campus where we could do, I think some experimenting in education for, 
let’s say, minority students and give them the special attention that so many of them need and 
provide them with the background that they really have to have to go ahead and get their college 
degree. I don’t know. There are many opportunities and I’ve just gone through three of them. 

KK: Well those, every one of those is an exciting prospect. Let me ask you this, would you 
recommend marketing background for college and university presidents? 

RK: I certainly would, because marketing has provided me with many, many opportunities. 
Marketing and the economics that go with the marketing education have certainly helped me as a 
university president. We’re buying and selling services all the time in a university, and to know 
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something about marketing is very helpful, to know something about economics has been 
helpful. The marketing as I indicated earlier put me in touch with governmental leaders, 
with corporate leaders, with many people I think are interested in and are helpful in higher 
education. So, marketing has been good to me, and I appreciate it very much. My marketing was 
a part of agriculture economics and that’s been one of the best disciplines that has been 
developed in the last 50 years in the world. 

There is an international conference of agricultural economists and they meet every two years. 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has seen many agriculture economists come into the 
Secretary's office there’s one there now and there was one before him. I have friends that are 
Assistant Secretaries of Agriculture and have had friends in high positions back there for many, 
many, years. So, agriculture economics seems to be a combination of disciplines that prepares 
corporate executives, government officials, and university administrators because there are 
several economists who are now presidents of universities in the United States. 

KK: That was the next question [laughter]. You anticipated me. Now we’re just about on the 
button here, but I would like to ask you this, are there any questions that you feel I should have 
asked? 

RK: No, I can’t think of any now Ken. If I do, maybe you’ll come back for another interview. 
KK: I’d solicit that invitation. 

RK: O.K., Thank you very much for this opportunity. 

KK: Thank you sir, I appreciate it. 


End Part 2 


End of in terview 
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